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The General View  

 

1. What is your view of the city's development priorities?  

 

According to fDi magazine, Tbilisi is among top 10 Major European Cities in FDI strategy, while it 

ranks 2nd in Cost Effectiveness. Further efforts should be made to form an environment fostering social 

and economic growth of the city and to create favorable conditions for stable development and social 

stability so that citizens will feel progress in their own families. For this the the City Hall should keep 

on developing infrastructure and improving municipal services for the population.  

To us farther development of Tbilisi is associated with the restoration of its historical function – the 

city that connects different civilizations with each other. Located at the crossroad of Eastern Europe 

and Near Eastern regions, Tbilisi has a potential to be a multifuction city, a vanue for different kinds of 

meetings – for business, recreation and tourism. Our priorities for city development are connected with 

this function of the capital: high quality of life for each citizen of the capital, the city with modern 

governnance closely connected with the rest of the world;  the city with educated and active civil 

society. 

 

Development and Economy 

 

2. Please provide a concise description of your vision/plan (if you have such) for the city's long-

term economic development.  

 

The long-term economic development strategy calls for the creation of workplaces suitable for the skills 

and age of each Tbilisi citizen. Most of the workplaces must be created in the private sector. Right laws, 

a stable and safe environment will contribute to business development. Moreover, for long-term 

economic development we think that it is important to reduce taxes, abolish excise duties on fuel and 

gas as well as to declare tax amnesty and a moratorium on new regulations.   For the development of 

the private sector, the priority will be: promoting the idea of enterprising, supporting local residents 

wishing to start and develop business, attracting new businesses. 

 

3. In your view, what are the main problems that impede the economic development of your city? 

 

Suspention of the implementation of infrastructure projects, which were not financed because of the 

politically-motivated decision of the central government, hampers the economic development of the 

city. Small number of people with enterprenerurial capabilities, lack of qualifications and skills 

necessary for making business today as well as unawareness about situation on the markets are also 

among the hampering factors. 
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4. In your view, what are the main capacities/advantages of the city which you will be seeking to 

employ with a view to facilitating economic and urban development? 

 

Consolidation of key infrastructure, qualified staff of the country and capital in Tbilisi as well as its 

geographical location, function and role in the region helps Tbilisi City Hall encourage development of 

different fields of activities, support creation of new workplaces, improve quality of health care services 

and education not only in the city but also nationwide. Moreover, Tbilisi may help other municipalities 

of the country to use best of their opportunities. 

 

5. What are your budgetary priorities?  Please provide a concise interpretation of your budgetary 

policy  

 

Along with the development of road and transport infrastructure and partnership association programs, 

the priorities of the city budget are: cheap heating and hot water projects; full coverage of tuition fees 

of the students from socially vunerable groups of population; free public transport for students, retirees, 

socially vulnerable citizens and teachers.  

 

6. What measures will you implement in order to improve the city's business and commercial 

infrastructure, and to attract investments?   

 

Success in this direction greatly depends on the measures to be taken by the central and local 

goverments, such as, tax cuts, abolishment of excise duties on fuel and gas, decriminalization of 

business offenses and violations in the field, tax amnesty, a moratorium on new regulations. All these 

would create a calm and predictable environment for business, which in turn, would foster economic 

and business development and creation of workplaces. 

 

Urban Development/ City Planning/Housbuilding 

 

7. What measures will you implement to create better housing conditions for the city dwellers? 

  

Our vision of development and economic policy ensures business development, creation of workplaces, 

employment, reduction of unemployment and reflection of country progress on the welfare of each 

household. 

 

8. What measures are you planning to implement to ensure the street care and cleaning are 

improved? 
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The quality of cleaning has radically changed in the city. The city has faced new challenges following 

the disorganization of the existed corrupt system, creation of the waste collection & transportation 

system and implementation of other change initiatives. Like all modern cities, Tbilisi has faced the 

problem of waste reduction.  The question of waste separation on the spot and its further processing 

should be handled. 

 

Infrastructure and Transport 

 

9. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the public transport system? 

 

The regular priorities in the field are: upgrading the public transport fleet and providing city with 

modern, comfortable, ecological public transport, which is adapted to the needs of people with 

disabilties; keep on developing the underground station, implementing the modern tram project, 

organizing passenger ropeways as a means of public transport in Tbilisi. 

Students, retirees, socialy vulnerable citizens, teachers will be able to travel by public transport for free. 

  

10. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the road safety conditions in the 

city? 

 

The policy pursued by the Tbilisi City Hall for the past serveral years should continue, in particular: (1) 

Building flyovers in order to reduce traffic congestions; (2) improving road surface; (3) dealing with the 

parking problem; (4) drawing dividing lines, improving road sign and traffic light system. 

  

11. What measures will you implement to improve the disabled/impaired persons' movement 

conditions within the city? 

 

All public institutions, educational and medical entities, public transporation should be adapted to the 

needs of people with disabilities.  

 

Culture and Education 

 

12. What programs will you implement to enhance the cultural life of the city? 

 

The preservation/maintenance/restoration of cultural sites should be given priority in the field of 

culture. Along with the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage it is also important to develop 

modern art,  upgrade libraries, reconstruct museums and turn them into modern, attractive spaces. 
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13. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you take with the aim of improving 

the quality of education and making it more affordable? 

 

All young people should be given equal access to education. Young people from socially vulnerable 

groups of population will be totally reimbursed for their university tuition fees by the Tbilisi City Hall. 

It is also important for the City Hall to finance the further study of successful students in the leading 

schools abroad in the field of urban studies, architecture, construction etc.  In order to increase access 

to education, young people from socially disadvantaged environment registered in Tbilisi should be 

given free internet access from their homes.  

 

Safety and Crime 

 

14. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you implement to fight against 

crime and carry out crime prevention activities? 

In this field the role of local municipalities  is to promote/support a healthy life style and implement 

sport, cultural, educational programs. 

 

Health Care and Social Policy 

 

15. What will your social policy be like and what kind of social programs will you foster in the 

city?  

 

The social policy of Georgia should contribute to overcoming poverty, improving the standard of living 

and forming the strong middle class. To that end, the better invironment should be provided for the 

creation of workplaces; the social welfare system should be more focused on targeted assistance of 

people living under the poverty line. 

 

16. What measures will you adopt in order to improve the general health care indicators in your 

city? 

 

In order to improve the populations’ health care indicators the public health care should become 

priority and no efforts should be spared for the promotion of a healthy lifestyle. More financial support 

should be provided for primary health care and family doctor plans and they should be more widely 

involved in the insurance schemes.  

Insurance packages should incorporate wider list of medications, cost of which will be reimbursed by 

the state for socially vulnerable groups of population, while representatives of different groups will 

enjoy serious discounts on the medications from that list. 
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17. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the social conditions of the 

homeless? 

 

The program of free canteens introduced by the City Hall has relieved the social burden on the city to 

some extent, however, further steps are to be taken to improve social conditions of disadtvantaged 

people. Our budget priorities are focused on this, especially in the field of transport (see. question 5). 

 

Environment, Recreation and Sport 

 

18. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the city's ecological condition? 

 

The tram and ropeway projects aim to improve environmental conditions of the city.  Significant funds 

should be allocated from the budget for the creation and development of new green spaces. In this 

respect, the introduction of the solar heating system would be a great step forward.  

 

19. What measures will you take to expand and develop recreational areas and parks in the city?  

 

Tbilisi has a huge resource  to be  a green city. Further efforts should be made to organize mini-parks 

and public garndens in each district to have a place to rest and relax together with families and 

children. 

 

20. What are you intending to do to develop sports activities and to ensure the enhancement of 

healthy lifestyle along with the development of recreation and sports infrastructure?  

 

European Youth Olimpic Festival and European Super Bowl in soccer  to take place in Tbilisi in 2015 

will greatly promote sport and a healthy lifestyle in the city  through the construction/organization of 

respective infrastructure.  

 

Tbilisi  

 

21. What measures are you intending to implement for the betterment of the saftety and comfort 

of pedestrians in the city?    

Infrastructure development of modern European cities is focused on pedestrians. Tbilisi should be also 

turned into the city of pedestrians. Today there are 30 000 parking places in Tbilisi and most of them 

occupy part of pavement space. This is a big problem. Pavements should be freed from vehicles through 
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the organization of 70 000 new parking places. Regulations for the issuance of construction permits 

should become tighter in terms of requiring respective number of parking places. At the same time, the 

cycle  path network will be developed in the city and measures will be taken to simplify transportation 

by bicycles. 

 

22. What measures are you planning to implement for the improvement of the road traffic 

environment and the reduction of traffic jams 

 

It is important to resume the implementation of the infrastructure projects that have been suspened 

due to a political decision of the central government – building flyovers to reduce traffice congestion, 

improving road surfaces,  providing parking spaces, drawing traffic dividing lines, improving the road 

sign and traffic light system. 

At the same time, the modern strategy of urban development is focused on pedestrians, who should be 

serviced by cars, buses, roads or other infrastructure. Pedestrians are those people who shoud be able to 

actively use public transport, parks and recreation zones, pavements and  spaces designed for 

pedestrians. The more comfortable the pedestrian feels, the less overloaded is the city. And this  

facilitates the orderly flow of traffic.  

 

23. What measures are you intending to implement for the resolution of the problems concerning 

stray animals? 

 

The city policy should be based on 2 basic principles in this direction: humane treatment of animals 

and safety of citizens. Modern shelters for stray animals would make it possible to integrate these two 

principles. 

 

24. What measures are you planning to implement to regulate the problems concerning unfinished 

construction projects and derelict/damaged buildings?  

 

The problem with unfinished construction and  failing buildigns is that the investment required for 

their completion and restoration exceeds the value of the buildings. Along with the need to ensure 

basic living conditions and building owners’ safetey the activities will be focused on the development of 

specific communities to increase the market value of buildings and make them interesting to investors. 

 

25. What measures will you use to maintain the historic aspects of the city?  

Maintaining its historical image is important to Tbilisi, therefore we should be as careful as possible 

with the implementation of reconstruction works not to change original image of the buildings and 

save them from collapsing.  
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26. What is your position concerning the construction of the Tbilisi railway bypass?  

 

It is essential to accomplish this important project. This project provides employment opportunities for 

around 6000 people. Moreover, 100 000 hectares will be freed in the Tbilisi center for green space, new 

businesses and construction. Moving the railway to a new place will improve living conditions of the 

people living nearby.  

 

27. What is your position concerning the projected construction of a hotel near Vake Park?  

 

Natural landscape and privaty property rights should be taken into account while making the decision. 

Generally and especially in this particular case it is important to involve wider public in the decision-

making process and insure transparency. 


