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The General View  

 

1. What is your view of the city's development priorities? 

 

We have been enduring many years of ineffectual city governance in Tbilisi.  Mayor of the capital and 50 

deputies in the City Council, which basically represents single political party and forms the government, 

do not take into consideration the real interests of the city population.  Over the years, the budget 

spending was carried out in a manner that was not transparent and was mainly spent according to the 

interests of the ruling party.    

We want to establish an entirely different, alternative model of the current governing model, so that 

when the problems facing the city will become manifest their resolution will be reached by taking into 

account the interests of the citizens, it's exactly then that we'll be entitled to say that the budget is not 

serving the interests of the ruling party: the redistribution and spending will be transparent only then 

when the high rank civil servants working standards and living standards will not create such a wild 

contrast with the living standards of the rank and file citizen of Tbilisi, as is the case both in the capital 

and countrywide.  

We want to implement in depth political reforms in the city administration, so as to make the city 

authorities' activities controllable and accountable to the residents of Tbilisi. Apart from the governing 

system, our priority will be to support small and medium sized business ventures, new attitudes, city 

space management and city planning, development of city infrastructure and making public services fully 

accessible for everyone concerned.   

 

Development and Economy  

 
2. Please provide a concise description of your vision/plan (if you have such) for the city's long-

term economic development.  

 

Due to the capital city's peculiar location, 80% of the gross financial transactions is concentrated in there, 

and roughly the same figure holds in terms of investments and commercial real estate. Nevertheless, the 

export potential of the capital city is not high and the perspectives of successful entrepreneurial ventures 

are negligible.   Under such circumstances it is often the case that the city's financial resources get spent 

on unprofitable enterprises   

We should immediately change our current position and move on to a new economic development 

model to improve the business environment of the capital city. To this end:  

 Help will be provided to the development of small and medium enterprises. An exclusive fund 

will be set up which will provide low-interest loans for start-up ventures;   

 Full freedom will be achieved in manufacturing, private ownership will be protected as well as 

free competition;  

 A transparent mechanism for holding auctions and tenders will be instituted and the eradication 

of the practice whereby the objects of  business interest, such as sites and various areas that end 

up in the hands of those closely related to the representatives of the government.  
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 Entrepreneurs will be taxed with fixed rates and will thereby avoid difficulties dealing with tax 

agencies; 

 For the eradication of the currently burgeoning monopoly, an anti-monopoly office will be set 

up, which will deal tackle monopolies in sections such as fuel trade, advertisement market, 

freights, transport, parking and etc;     

 Unlawfully confiscated goods, which now belongs to the city, will be returned to their lawful 

proprietors;  

 The state will limit the underhanded competition from the neighboring countries when there's 

a constant inflow of unhealthy food products, which in itself will give a boost to the 

development of local production.   

 

 

3. In your view, what are the main problems that impede the economic development of your city? 

 

The wrong manner of governance, business environment full of uncertainties, monopolies in a number 

of business spheres.  But, the most pernicious practice is the direction of tax revenues of corporate and 

income taxes to the central budget, which has a dire effect on economic climates of regional cities and 

municipalities.   

 

 

4. In your view, what are the main capacities/advantages of the city which you will be seeking to 

employ with a view to facilitating economic and urban development? 

 

Tbilisi's superiority is conveyed through its established perception as the financial center of the country.  

Apart from this, it used to be an industrial city and, consequently, there is a strong potential of trade 

development in the form of qualified workforce and infrastructure.  Besides, Tbilisi, just as the rest of the 

country, has a very big tourist attraction potential.  We should be able to project our entirely unique 

cultural traditions and the appetizing appeal of the Georgian cuisine and make tourism one of the biggest 

players in the development of the city.   

 

 

5. What are your budgetary priorities?   Please provide a concise interpretation of your budgetary 

policy.  

 

In budgetary policy the main thing is a small state and reduced bureaucratic expenses.    The Tbilisi 

budget is not spent appropriately and there has existed over the years the practice of using it for the 

interests of some particular parties.   It has often been the case that the money allotted for those common 

people living in the city were used to satiate the caprices and quirks of high ranking politicians.  

Tbilisi City Hall ought not to be a money squandering institution! We will create „People's Budget“ 

whose expenditure will be vigorously regulated and its operations and expenses will be made entirely 

transparent for all parties to see and observe.  
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6. What measures will you implement in order to improve the city's business and commercial 

infrastructure, and to attract investments?  

 

Investments go there where there is free competition and the government interference is kept at its 

lowest.  At the same time, it's of utmost importance that local government (along with the City Council, 

Town Hall or board of administrators) provide, on the one hand, municipal business guidance for 

potential investors wherein will be presented in some detail concrete investment capabilities and offers 

and, on the other hand, every single debate on investment projects should be conducted in accordance 

with the principles of transparency, publicity and engagement in the process of the wider public.   

 

Urban Development/ City Planning/Housebuilding 

 

7. What measures will you implement to create better housing conditions for city dwellers? 

  

City must thrive.  We should see the end of the concentration of major constructions in the city centre, 

whereas the suburbs should become attractive to those who realistically intend to improve their living 

standards.  The centre of Tbilisi should be relieved.  In the suburbs of the city, modern and comfortable 

districts should be built with working infrastructure, playgrounds for children, squares, parks etc.   To 

this end: 

 Gas networks, water supplies, drainage and road constructions will all be facilitated by drawing 

on the resources pro2visioned from the city budget.  

 Gas networks, water supplies, drainage and road constructions will all be facilitated by drawing 

on the resources specially provisioned in the city budget.  

 Developers will be obliged to implement their development projects  with due consideration 

given to creating all the necessary conditions for better living standards (kindergartens, schools, 

cinemas, squares, etc) 

 

8. What measures are you planning to implement to ensure the street care and cleaning are 

improved? 

 

There is one important principle in politics - ''add pluses to pluses''. It means that if a previous 

government did something right, try and improve it in any way.  In terms of street care and cleaning we 

have seen some improvements over the past years, and all the necessary equipment to effect this positive 

change has been purchased; cleaning and clearing spaces of all kinds of bits and pieces takes place 

regularly, at least - this is the case in the central streets of the city. We will improve the organization of 

public amenities even further; we will procure as much equipment as is needed for the city in its entirety 

- the suburbs will no longer remain untended and untidy.  

The cleanliness of a city is a precondition for its ecological state. For this reason:  

 Disposal of solid household waste will take place not by burying or burning, but by using modern 

recycling technologies.  
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 Transfer and transport of solid household waste will be implemented through the villages located 

in the immediate vicinity of the capital city.  

  Allocations will be made from central budget for the provision of the incorporated villages with 

joint sewer networks;  

 Illegal landfills will be identified and eliminated.  

 According to the practices implemented in the cities of civilized countries we will gradually 

move on to   instituting the practice of waste collection and separation.  

 

Infrastructure and Transport 

 

9. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the public transport system?  

 

In this day and age, the existing tendencies of the highway and transportation systems are out of context 

and cause immense discomfort in the residents of the city.   

We will ensure:   

 the city development is orientated towards the formation of the integrated transportation 

systems;  

 that the efficiency of the transport services of Tbilisi is made even more efficacious by creating 

adequate transport hubs and networks.  

 the connecting bridges are built on the left and right banks of the river in order to alleviate the  

traffic on communication and transport lines, first in Saburtalo and Didube and then on the next 

stage, in other districts of the city.  

 that the public transport development is prioritised and residents of the city are given the ability 

to travel cheaply within the city.    

 that Tbilisi has a modern, environmentally friendly city tram network and that the constructions 

of new metro stations is stepped up.  

 that Tbilisi is no more a city where transport is only available during day hours, and is a city 

where people have a cheap access to transport at night.    

 that everything is done in order that the public transport vehicles are equipped with electronic 

passenger information system, which will in its turn result in an increase in comfortable stops.  

 

10. What measures co you intend to implement to improve the road safety conditions in the city?  

 

 The city's parking network will be streamlined and the construction of apartment blocks and 

public centres without underground parking areas will be prohibited;  

 Traffic lights will be brought in order;  

 The road surface will be improved.  

 

11. What measures will you implement to improve disabled/impaired persons' movement conditions 

within the city?  
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Tbilisi City will be thoroughly adjusted to maximize the ease of movement of people with disabilities. 

Legislation already provides for the adaptation of public buildings for persons with disabilities, but there 

is no enforcement mechanism in the law against those who don't abide by these regulations. Therefore, 

we will create such a mechanism.  In addition to this, we will institute a gradual change of the public 

transport, and by way of inviting tenders will affect the introduction of cutting-edge transport 

equipment.  As for the installment of pavement ramps, this will become the norm.   

 

Culture and Education  

 

12. What programs will you implement to enhance the cultural life of the city? 

 

Cultural life in the capital city is dead.  The right of the residents of Tbilisi is not protected when they 

have no access to cultural activities, relaxation, and when they have no way of immersing themselves in 

the cultural life of the city according to their tastes and preferences. 

We will ensure that: 

 each section of the city has its own library, children's creative centre, music and arts school, 

sports club where all services will be at affordable prices and in some cases even free of charge.    

 No new neighborhoods will be introduced that that do not have its cinemas, sports halls, 

stadiums and swimming pools, whereas in the existing neighborhoods where such amenities are 

already lacking, everything will be done to provide them with all the above mentioned 

educational and entertainment facilities.  The funding needed for such construction projects will 

be covered by City Hall.   

 

13. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you take with the aim of improving 

the quality of education and making it more affordable? 

 

In the education sector, an optimization process was carried out as a result of which we saw wholly 

undocumented and unofficial merger and conflation of schools.  A number of Tbilisi districts remained 

without kindergartens and secondary schools.  And this, in its turn, resulted in a completely unhealthy 

process, when sending the child to the kindergarten and the first grade school has become a grave matter 

of concern for families living in Tbilisi.  The prevailing density of children in kindergartens interferes 

with their normal training and educational conditions.  

 A number of Tbilisi districts remained without kindergartens and secondary schools. And this, in its 

turn, resulted in a completely unhealthy process, when sending the child to the kindergarten and the 

first grade school has become a grave matter of concern for families living in Tbilisi. The prevailing 

density of children in kindergartens interferes with their normal training and educational conditions.  

We will ensure: 

 that all districts have a well-equipped kindergarten; 
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 that the practice of providing illegal commercial services is eliminated in kindergartens and to 

make certain that everything that is will be provided through the funding from the city budget; 

 the privatization process of public schools is halted and that there exist schools in districts that 

have commensurate capabilities and capacities with the specific demands and environment of 

their  respective areas in which they are located; 

  that within the limits of the available means, schools have playgrounds and sports facilities and 

also to make certain that any new schools are built in compliance with the appropriate standards;    

 that the frequency inter-city school Olympiads and sports Olympiads are scaled up;  

 Tbilisi is a student city: we will also make certain that the foundations are laid for student 

festivals, sports events and scientific conferences.  

 

Safety and Criminal 

 

14. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you implement to fight against crime 

and carry out crime prevention activities?  

 

The effectiveness of fight against crime and safety preservation will become even more efficacious in the 

capital and other cities and municipalities of the country if the police itself will undergo 

municipalisation.   This, of course, will not possible without applying relevant changes to the legislation.   

 

Health Care and Social Policy 

 

15. What will your social policy be and what kind of social programs will you foster in the city? 

   

The incumbent government has increased the polarization process even further and the disproportion 

has become all too distinct between the salaries of high-ranking officials, the sums of money spent for 

their comfort and the revenues of ordinary people.   Consumer basket and the minimum wage, 

practically, aren't the guarantors of survival for anyone exclusively reliant on them. People need to be 

more protected socially.  

We will succeed in: 

 changing the approach to the rules of determining the minimum wage;  

 making sure that the minimum salary is not less than the subsistence wage; 

  changing the approach to the rules of determining the minimum state pension rate, which will 

be based on prospective pensioner's qualification and merit;  

 pensioners receiving GEL 20 supplement in order to purchase essential medicines; 

 Exempting single/lone pensioners from tax if the person concerned leases or rents out their own 

apartments; 

 Establishing a City Hall municipal housing fund from which homeless families will be allocated 

resources for temporary housing;  
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 Creation of "environment without barriers" for the  better and more convenient movement of 

persons with disabilities in the city; 

 Creation of "environment without barriers" for the  better and more convenient movement of 

persons with disabilities within the city;  

 Eradicating any traces of ugly slums and dilapidated residential buildings. handing over to the 

IDPs the residential spaces in which they already reside and legally consummating the whole 

process; 

 Increasing the co-funding of vital operation costs for the under aged, the same will also apply in 

the case of sending the patients abroad.   

 Delegating the management of hospitals and kindergartens to local bodies  

 Talented students' grants will be fully funded (100%); 

 Tbilisi government will finance large families; 

 

16. What measures will you adopt in order to improve the general health care indicators in your 

city?  

 

The introduction of a universal health care program, despite its many shortcomings, did succeed in 

resolving some of the problems. However, emergency operations are not fully funded and families find it 

difficult to co-finance the project. We will allocate funds for vital operation costs for the under aged, and 

the same will also apply in the case of sending patients abroad.    

We're also planning to introduce special vouchers for buying essential medicines for pensioners.  

 

17. What measures do you intend to implement to improve the social conditions of the homeless?  

 

On the initiative of two opposition deputies - yours truly and Mamuka Katsitadze - 3 million laris have 

already been invested in the budget for the construction of „Social House“.  This is the first such 

precedent.  We will ensure that the transfer of funds from the budget continues for the construction of 

„Social Houses“ for the elderly and the homeless. 

 

Ecology, Recreation and Sport  

 

18. What measures do you intend to implement to improve the city's ecological condition? 

  

Tbilisi, which once used to be distinguished by its green zones and cleanliness, nowadays, has turned into 

one of the worst places in terms of ecological indicators.  This applies to both atmospheric pollution and 

the security of clean water and water reservoirs, the threat of spread of diseases, etc.  

It is important that Tbilisi becomes a safer and more comfortable city.   

To this end: 
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 Municipal Cadastre will be created and monitoring will be carried out on the sources of physical 

pollutants (atmospheric emissions, radiation, electromagnetic, vibration, noise pollution). 

Monitoring data will be obtained on the basis of specific measures (fines, legal action to stop the 

activity, etc.); 

 Stricter controls will be imposed on water quality; 

 The natural water reservoirs of the city will be recultivated;  

 Disposal of solid household waste will take place not by burying or burning, but by using modern 

recycling technologies; 

 Transfer and transport of solid household waste will be implemented through the villages located 

in the immediate vicinity of the capital city; 

 Allocations will be made from central budget for the provision of the incorporated villages with 

joint sewer networks; 

 Illegal landfills will be identified and eliminated; 

 According to the practices implemented in the cities of civilised countries we will gradually 

move on to instituting the same practices of waste collection and segregation. Instituting the 

practice of waste collection and separation; 

 Environmentally clean and efficient technologies for heating and power savings will be 

introduced; 

 we will also see the increase in the budgetary allocations for the solar energy usage to provide hot 

water and heat for our population; thus Tbilisi will become an  energy efficient city by 2018; 

 in lieu of individual heating and hot water systems,  the newly constructed buildings will be 

required to install modern, environmentally friendly boiler systems.  For the purpose of 

measurement of the consumed thermal energy and hot water, an individual measurement system 

will be set up, which will exclude the possibility of confusion between neighbors.  

 

19. What measures will you take to expand and develop recreational areas and parks in the city? 

 

Spatial planning and urban development have become the most acute problems in the capital in recent 

years. The projects already implemented in the city of Tbilisi have breached the fundamental right of 

residents to live in a comfortable environment.  The building consortium carried out an attack on the 

green areas. We will ensure: 

 to radically revise the spatial arrangement and urban development master plan in order to protect 

modern standards; 

 to reverse the draconian land use and development  standards, which literally hemmed a large 

part of the residential area of Tbilisi in a narrow space and committed genocide against a number 

of other areas;   

 Building constructions will be prohibited in historic and green zones; 

 to help Tbilisi become a "friend of children" city where in virtually all micro district will be kids' 

playgrounds and green and safe environment for them to enjoy; 
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 Tbilisi will be free of dilapidated and disused houses, with their rehabilitation costs provided by 

the city's budget, in addition to this, construction companies will be given perks in order to 

launch  new construction works in these areas.  

 Tbilisi will retain its ''green lungs", and what's more there will be even more green areas; 

 An end will be put to the barbaric treatment of trees, especially when the landscaping service has 

virtually no control over builders fulfilling their agreements over replanting or cutting down of 

trees.  

 Protected areas will be prohibited to install any type of structures that require the cutting down 

of green plants; such objects, which were built illegally in the first place, that already exist will 

be demolished. 

 

20. What are you intending to do to develop sports activities and to ensure the improvement of 

healthy lifestyle along with the development of recreation and sports infrastructure? 

 

In Tbilisi many traditional places that used to be associated with sports and healthy life style have been 

destroyed.  Tbilisi will benefit from the emergence of such new places.  In addition to this, the Mayor's 

Office ought to be setting the example by engaging in the promotion of healthy lifestyles through social 

advertisements. What concerns recreational areas, we are planning to extend recreational areas, parks 

and protected areas.  

 

Tbilisi 

 

21. What measures are you intending to implement for the betterment of the safety and comfort of 

pedestrians in the city?  

 

Candidate’s view on this topic is not available.  

 

22. What measures are you planning to implement for the improvement of the road traffic 

environment and the reduction of the frequency and intensity of traffic jams?  

 

As mentioned above, the development will be focused on the establishment of an integrated transport 

system. This means that the efficiency of transport serviced should be improved.   

 We plan to do this by creating an adequate transport arteries and nodes; 

 there are plans for the construction of connecting bridges on the left and right banks of the river 

in order to alleviate the  traffic on communication and transport lines, first in Saburtalo and 

Didube and then on the next stage, in other districts of the city;  

 With the aim of developing communication and transportation links, priority will be given to the 

development of public transport; 

 Tbilisi will have a modern, environmentally friendly city tram and the constructions of new 

metro stations will be speeded up;  
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 Disorganised parking systems often lead to traffic jams. For this reason, the city's parking 

network will be streamlined and the construction of apartment blocks and public centres without 

underground parking areas will be prohibited.   

 

23. What measures are you intending to implement for the resolution of the issue concerning stray   

animals?  

 

 Strict measures will be taken to eliminate the cruel treatment of stray dogs; 

 Shelters for stray dogs will be opened and their registration and identification system set up.  A 

campaign for finding new patrons for the animals placed in the shelter will be launched through 

social advertisements; 

 Modern and civilised methods of husbandry will be designed in order to better look after 

domestic animals. The owner will be made responsible for violating these rules.  

 

24. What measures are you planning to implement to regulate the problems concerning unfinished 

construction projects and derelict/damaged buildings?  

 

Deadlines will be set for the completion of unfinished constructions. After the expiry of the allotted 

period of time, the holder will be given the ability to sell its assets otherwise the assets will be sold 

through public sale and the money will be given to the owner. The object will be handed over to the 

investor in open and transparent conditions.  

 

25. What measures will you use to maintain the historic aspects of the city? 

 

In the last few years, we have been witnessing offensives launched against the historically old parts of 

Tbilisi. Somehow, just as the previous government did, the current government officials have turned the 

historical part of Tbilisi into an area where they think they are free to realize their wild architectural 

fantasies, and a fierce competition is ongoing to find out who will leave sully the most the historical part 

of our city, which is of the main cultural value of the city. 

We promise those who live Tbilisi that the interference in the old part of the city will be prohibited.  

To this end: 

 In accordance with law, urban developments in the historical parts of Tbilisi will be limited; 

 Will be worked out a plan for the preservation of the historical environment of the historic 

settlements in the old part of the city; 

 Under no circumstances will the permission be given for a construction that is unsuitable for a 

particular urban monument;  

 After some adjustments to the program "The New Life of Old Tbilisi" will continue.  

 

26. What is your position concerning the construction of the Tbilisi railway bypass?  
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Tbilisi Railway Bypass should be built. This is of some importance in terms of spatial arrangement and 

from the ecological point of view. In addition to this, at the expense of this traffic and parking systems in 

the country will be brought under control  

 

27. What is your position concerning the projected construction of a hotel near Vake Park? 

 

The construction should be stopped, the territory should be recultivated and the businessmen concerned 

should be given compensations.   

 

 

 

 


