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The General View  

 

1. What is your view of the city's development priorities?   

 

Our priorities are: the human, the family and the environment. It's exactly these three segments upon 

which local budgetary expenditure ought to be concentrated.  The freak practice lives on - the 

representatives of the incumbent government, just like their predecessors, are accruing large sums of 

money and bonuses. For instance, today we have the average teacher's salary of 400-500 USD when, 

at the same time, the head of the public relations department of „Tbilisi Development Fund“ has the 

benefit of earning the monthly salary of 4 - 5 thousand Georgian laris. And it is not the highest paid 

position in the City offices. It is unacceptable that the employees of municipal services earn more 

than ten times the salary of an average teacher! We will succeed in reversing this practice and 

shifting the focus from the employee of the local government to the rank and file citizen.  There are 

manifold ways of cutting the budget expenditure.  For instance, the pumped up budget expenditures 

will be significantly cut There will, at most, be a united, municipally limited car park, which public 

servants will be able to use as their work demands. This proposition ought to be considered by the 

central Government as well, so as to save the government budget millions of laris extra expenses.  By 

saying no to public servants being served by personal cars at the expense of their respective municipal 

budgets. Cuts will also descend on bonuses, to which the incumbent government, just as their 

precursors, so regularly has recourse.  

 

Development and Economy  

 

2. Please provide a concise description of your vision/plan (if you have one) for the city's long-

term economic development.   

 

First of all, we must establish a long-term master plan for city development - "Constitution of Tbilisi'', 

it's been a long time since such a thing was last implemented for our capital. 

 

3. In your view, what are the main problems that impede the economic development of your city? 

 

The biggest hindrance for stable economic development is political instability and high taxes. 

Investment attraction is of immense importance, but this process is being hindered by the prevailing 

sentiment of political volatility in the country.  

If we overcome this issue and liberalise the taxation policy even further, in that case it will not be 

hard to achieve a fast rate of economic growth in a short period of time. 
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4. In your view, what are the main capacities/advantages of the city which you will be seeking to 

employ with a view to facilitating economic and urban development? 

 

The geographical position of the country: the establishment of the country as the natural 'centre' of 

the South Caucasus and other neighbouring countries, the twinning of the cultural heritage with the 

21st century urban development tendencies makes our country all the more alluring both in terms of 

attracting much needed investments for economic and urban development. 

 

5. What are your budgetary priorities?  Please provide a concise interpretation of your budgetary 

policy. 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

6. What measures will you implement in order to improve the city's business and commercial 

infrastructure and to attract investments? 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

Urban Development/City Planning/Housebuilding 

 

7. What measures will you implement to create better housing conditions for city dwellers? 

 

For the creation of better living conditions, it is necessary to transform our cities into intelligent 

urban areas (“Smart city”), which in itself involves implementation of shrewd economic 

policies(creation of competitive environment), intelligent people (social and human capital), an 

intelligent local government, smart mobility (transport and communications), an intelligent 

environment (natural resources), and intelligent life (quality of life). 

 

8. What measures are you planning to implement to ensure the street care and cleaning are 

improved? 

 

The improvement of cleanliness of streets in various towns and settlements presents us with a kind of 

agglomerated collection of various issues, for instance: 

It is of vital importance to institute the household and construction waste management systems, 

implementation of primary household waste segregation routines by citizens and secondary waste 

processing industry development and, more importantly, making children culturally aware of the 

importance of living in clean and healthy environment. 
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Infrastructure and Transport 

 

9. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the public transport system? 

 

Improving the public transport system should be correlated with the reconstruction and long-term 

development plan (which is now, unfortunately, defunct). Preference should be given to the 

expansion of the Metro network; a common transport policy should be drawn up, which should 

incorporate the creation of a park within which ecologically safe transport, specially adapted to the 

city landscape, will operate; the establishment of short routes from subway stations. 

 

10. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the road safety conditions in the 

city? 

 

Paradoxically, the capital city does not have a united traffic safety intercity (municipal) service 

A most common example on hand:  

The branch, which is covering the traffic light, belongs to the landscaping service, traffic lights 

''belong'' to the municipal Ltd, the road belongs to some other public service while patrol police 

belong to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Among them the established departmental principle is „it 

doesn't concern me“. 

That is, all the structures taken individually is justified in thinking so, but in many cases it is the 

ordinary driver's interest that is neglected.  

Significant effect continues to be made on traffic safety index by the previous government's 

simplification of the driving license acquirement processes and introducing low qualification 

requirements.  

The procurement of the required knowledge (skills) prerequisite for getting a driving license is made 

via the internet, while hands-on driving skills are often acquired in accidental relationships with 

other people. 

 

11. What measures will you implement to improve the disabled/impaired persons' movement 

conditions within the city? 

 

A common policy for the disabled should be instituted which will secure increased social mobility for 

all concerned. 

First of all, it is important to construct underground walkways as well as walkway bridges that will be 

adapted to the needs of the disabled, and to create special seat areas in urban transportation, and the 

installation of specially made lifts; fixed ramps should built into kerbs and roads and special made 

audio road signs should be introduced. 
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Culture and Education 

 

12. What programmes will you implement to enhance the cultural life of the city? 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

13. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you take with the aim of improving 

the quality of education and making it more affordable? 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

Safety and Crime 

 

14. Within the limits of your competence, what measures will you implement to fight against 

crime and carry out crime prevention activities? 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

Health Care and Social Policy 

 

15. What will your social policy be and what kind of social programmes will you foster in the city? 

 

The main direction of my policy will be the fulfilment of the guarantees for pensioners and disabled 

persons put forward by the government through the funds and programmes provided by the central 

as well as local government budgets; and to provide them with additional financial aid of 25 lari that 

will go to some length to help them with having to rely on personal finances in terms purchasing the 

much needed medicines.   

More money will be spent on streamlining registration procedures of the homeless and providing 

them with basic living conditions (shelter, food, personal care); 

We will pay more attention to preventative health care and implementation of screening programs 

aimed at early detection of diseases (age groups, with activities related to the genetic risk); 

We will take care of the environment (water, air, soil, food) with a purity of design and 

implementation of control measures, which will be thoroughly coordinated with the relevant 

activities of the central government in order to complement the overall effort in support of the 

environment preservation. 

We will make certain that the professional groups are appropriately remunerated for the 

indispensable work they do which is being in charge of providing major social guarantees (health, 
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education) to the population (primary line workers of medical care, medical staff members of 

outpatient network, nurses, workers of pre-school educational institutions, teachers; library workers. 

16. What measures will you adopt in order to improve the general health care indicators in your 

city? 

 

The position of the candidate on this particular issue is unknown. 

 

17. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the social conditions of the 

homeless?   

 

 More money will be spent on streamlining registration procedures of the homeless and 

providing them with basic living conditions (shelter, food, personal care);  

 We will implement a state program to provide affordable housing. 

 

Ecology, Recreation and Sport  

 

18. What measures are you intending to implement to improve the city's ecological condition? 

 

The major polluters of Tbilisi air basin are motor vehicles (according to an official report the figure 

stands at 95%). 80% of 900 000 cars registered in Georgia are more than 15-18 years old, in Georgia 

fuel quality control is not mandatory, driving environment friendly cars is not encouraged, neither is 

the importation of fuel efficient cars encouraged or the acquiring of the new fuel saving driving skills 

(ecodriving). 

In order to set straight all of the above mentioned, a state programme for protecting the atmospheric 

air from the greenhouse emissions from vehicles should be set up, which, in addition to this, involves 

the creation of an efficient system of monitoring the ambient air quality. 

 

19. What measures will you take to expand and develop recreational areas and parks in the city? 

 

First of all, we need to immediately declare a moratorium on all kinds of mega-constructions and 

indiscriminate tree cutting in the city's municipal squares, parks and recreational areas. In addition, 

the current standard (8 square meters per capita, The Green Fund) should increase to 20-24 square 

meters per capita.  

The creation of a unified system of greening must hold a special place in the general development 

plan along with the preservation of the current greening system. It's important also to take into 

consideration the greening of the city's adjacent and surrounding slopes and the necessary 

maintenance of irrigation systems for saplings. 
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20. What are you intending to do to develop sports activities and to ensure the enhancement of 

healthy lifestyle along with the development of recreation and sports infrastructure? 

 

I think a new precondition ought to be introduced for developers planning new construction projects 

to take into consideration sports and recreational areas. The local authorities should establish 

effective mechanisms to facilitate the promotion and construction of such areas at local legislative 

level. 

 

Tbilisi  

 

21. What measures are you intending to implement for the betterment of the saftety and comfort 

of pedestrians in the city?  

  

Presently, the designated pedestrian infrastructure (pavements) is occupied by the capital city's 

parking operator company, by structures of various magnitudes and open air vendors.  

The pavements should be returned to the pedestrian! 

 

22. What measures are you planning to implement for the improvement of the road traffic 

environment and the reduction of traffic jams?   

 

For a more effective regulation of motor vehicle traffic a new traffic scheme ought to be drawn up in 

the City Hall offices, and for the reduction of intensity and frequency of traffic jams the already 

existing diametrical transportation and communicational plan should be implemented (eg, 1968-

2000) 

Streamlining of the construction projects put forward in the general plan and the 80s plans for the 

extension with piers of Vakhushti Bridge and streets in the direction of Nadzaladevi district should be 

brought to fruition along with the refinement of transportation nodes (this mega-project cost the city 

150 million GEL, but yet it failed to relieve the „Laguna Vere“ territory of traffic jams. The wholly 

unjustified practice of selling off public squares should be stopped at once (Constitution Square, in 

front of Hotel „Adjara“). 

Also was unjustified the construction of sprawling apartment blocks around the Palace of Sports 

without a giving a due consideration to public transport infrastructure.  

In this regard, the most important thing is: 

Drawing up of a master plan for the development of the capital city, this will be designed to cover the 

period of at least 3-4 decades. I think we can give it a provisional title: „Constitution of Tbilisi“. This 

must be a vigorous city planning document that will rule out any individually motivated or initiated 

urban constructions across the city. 
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The creation of this general plan ought to be the main "combat mission" of the currently convoked 

board. 

 

23. What measures are you intending to implement for the resolution of the problems concerning 

stray animals? 

 

For the resolution of the issue concerning stray animal the work should be carried out in two 

directions: 

On the one hand, everything should be done to avoid animals joining the ranks of homeless animals 

and, on the other hand, to resolve the already existing problems of homeless animals. 

A law should be created that will deal with responsible pet/animal ownership.  

Reproduction control of stray and owned animals should be implemented.  

Animal registration should be implemented and mandatory rabies vaccination instituted; catching 

stray animals in a humane way and their sterilization, vaccination and placement in temporary 

shelters; returning of non-aggressive animals back to their usual environment. 

 

24. What measures are you planning to implement to regulate the problems concerning unfinished 

construction projects and derelict/damaged buildings? 

 

Such constructions must be inventoried and audited, and such buildings should also undergo 

architectural engineering expertise as a one-time event.  

As regards the increasing daily risks of the collapse of such buildings and constructions a pilot city 

fund must be created which will be in charge of providing the victims with temporary housing and 

will also lead the way of building the future real estate municipal system. 

 

25. What measures will you use to maintain the historic aspects of the city? 

 

The historical centre of Tbilisi in its entirety is a cultural heritage site. Any attempts at tainting it is 

tantamount to a wilful act of impairment of a site of cultural heritage. Obviously, the city cannot 

thrive without novel and modern developments, but an end should be put to the insensitive and 

tasteless architectural experimentations in the very fabric of the old city'. 

I think it is up to a point the transferral of new architectural models from the city centre to the 

suburbs, which will give a fillip to the emergence of new cultural centres. One of the main priority 

tasks of Tbilisi City Hall and City Council must become the rehabilitation of the historic centre with 

pay due attention to the interests of the citizens living there. 

 

26. What is your position concerning the construction of the Tbilisi railway bypass? 
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There are no alternatives for the construction of the bypass railway line, but it needs to be pointed 

out that the current railway line under construction is a result of a very shaky judgement as it is 

mired in high construction costs, risks connected with the installation of railway lines on inclined 

ground surfaces, and its proximity with the Tbilisi sea along with the possible risk to the drinking 

water system. Railway construction should proceed with proper and correct calculations. 

 

27. What is your position concerning the projected construction of a hotel near Vake Park? 

 

All the construction projects in Vake Park and on Asatiani Str should be suspended as they violate the 

current ecological regulations. 

 


